Testimony OPPOSING House 4270

April 10, 2008

House Bill 4270 purports to “Protect the Massachusetts Pension Fund from the Risks of Investment in Iran,” but in truth its aim is not to protect pension funds - or to uphold the interests of the people of our Commonwealth in any way.  

Although few here will utter the words, everyone in this room knows that this bill is really about two things:   First, what Israel and its supporters want;  Second, promoting a confrontation with Iran.  
The War Party in Washington and the neoconservative pro-Israel Lobby have been pushing hard for an attack on Iran.  These are the people who brought us the quagmire in Iraq and they are now using the tactics of fear, media distortion and political arm-twisting to press for a new war.  Norman Podhoretz, one of the strongest neocon proponents of the Iraq War, wrote last year: “I hope and pray that Pres. Bush will bomb Iran.”  As for me, like most people in our country, I hope and pray that we bring our troops home from Iraq without delay –and that we do not launch a new armed conflict in the Middle East against another manufactured enemy.
I am no fan of Iran’s government.  There is plenty to criticize about any regime run by religious fundamentalists.  But the idea that we have to take urgent measures to defend ourselves from a looming Iranian threat simply stands reality on its head.   Iran is 6000 miles away; it is surrounded by US armies and military bases in every neighboring country; a giant nuclear-armed US fleet cruises just off its coast in the Persian Gulf.  Just who is threatening who?  
We have seen this movie before and we should learn from our experience.   Iran is four times as large as Iraq and has three times the population. A sane policy would seek to foster diplomacy and the search for common ground with Iran so we can ease tensions in the region and lessen the chance of war.  This bill is aimed at just the opposite:  to inflame hostility, exaggerate a supposed threat and demonize Iran to make a new war more possible.  
House 4270, also highlights a number of ironies:

Iran is a signatory of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and has publicly renounced any intent to develop nuclear weapons.  The IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) has never found conclusive evidence of an Iranian nuclear weapons program, while our own intelligence services recently reported that Iran is not working on a nuclear bomb.  On the other hand, Israel -- whose supporters are so anxious for us to confront Iran – has never signed the NPT and is reliably estimated to possess hundreds of nuclear weapons.

Another thing.  The language in this bill is meant to replace a measure originally passed in the 1980’s to divest from companies selling weapons to Apartheid South Africa.  I remember supporting those sanctions, but many of the people here today were silent then.  Why?  Because Israel was allied with the Apartheid Regime at the time and was its biggest weapons supplier -- in defiance of an international arms embargo.  
And finally, Israel and its supporters want us to boycott and divest from Iran -- while Israel itself cynically imports major quantities of Iranian oil purchased through intermediaries in Europe and elsewhere.  (An article documenting this from the well-respected British newspaper, The Guardian, can be read here.)
Now, I am not arguing that investment (and foreign aid) policy should be isolated from concern for morality and human rights.  But these are complicated questions, and surely we should base our decisions on universal and consistent criteria -- as well as the interests of our country – not fear mongering by an interest group with a covert war agenda.

So, by all means, let us consider responsible investment of our pension funds.  But let’s first look at the principles we want to uphold and have a wide-ranging discussion.  Adopting hasty sanctions against Iran in order to satisfy the demands of Israel and its domestic supporters is bad policy – and dangerous at that.   I urge you to vote against House Bill 4270.
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